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1. Background of FLEGT VPA in Lao PDR
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• FLEGT VPA initially  started in 2013 with technical support from 
Pro-FLEGT GIZ for capacity building and awareness raising.

• FLEGT VPA implementation and development was officially  
approved by the Government in 2015.

• FLEGT VPA development in Lao PDR is a multi-stakeholders process 
with involvement of Government, private sector and CSOs.

• FLEGT VPA is implemented by FLEGT Standing Office/Department 
of Forest Inspection/MAF  with three pilot provinces for data 
collection and testing of TLAS with involvements of line ministries. 



1. Background of FLEGT VPA in Lao PDR – continued 
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Sayaboury – TLAS testing timber   
from plantation

Khammouane – TLAS testing the timber 
from production & conversion areas

Attapeu - TLAS testing supply chain 
control in wood processing and 

trade 

FLEGT Standing Office – FLEGT 
VPA/TLAS development

One office and three pilot 
provinces



Institutional setup for Lao-EU FLEGT VPA process
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5. Independent Monitoring

3. Verification of      

compliance (1&2)

1. Timber Legality 

Definition (TLD)

2. Timber Supply 

chain control

 

4. Issuing of 

FLEGT Licenses

2. Timber Legality Assurance Systems  (TLAS) in Lao PDR
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TLDs based on timber sources

TLD 1: 
Production 
forest

TLD 2: 
Conversion 
areas

TLD 3:
Plantation

TLD 4: 
Village use 
forest 

TLD 5: 
Confiscated 
timber 

TLD 6: 
Imported 
timber

Cross-cutting TLDs

TLD 7:    Labor obligations in forestry, wood processing and trade operations

TLD 8: Wood processing and trade 

TLDs under development and improvement 

Timber legality definitions in Lao PDR

Customary use/No commercial purpose, the need to develop 
supply chain control only.  

TLDs initially approved by EU 



• First Face to face negotiation with EU was completed in April 2017. 
TLD1, TLD2, TLD3, TLD7, TLD8 and product scope were discussed 
and agreed for improvement.

• Second Face to face negotiation with EU was completed in June 
2018.  TLD1, TLD7, TLD8 and product scope were initially approved 
by EU. TLD2, TLD3, TLD5, and TLD6 and draft TLAS were discussed 
and agreed for further improvement. 

• Roadmap of FLEGT VPA development and signing was agreed by 
Lao PDR and EU.  

8

3. Progress and roadmap of FLEGT VPA development 
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FLEGT VPA Negotiation and signing Roadmap

2017 2018 2019 2020

No. Negotiation elements Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

1 Negotiation Meeting 1 x

2 Negotiation Meeting 2 x

3 Negotiation Meeting 3 x

4 Negotiation Meeting 4 x

5 Negotiation Meeting 5 x

6
Conclusion Meeting 
and Initiating of VPA

x

7
Ratification of VPA by 
National Assembly

x

8 Signing of VPA by Laos x

9 Entry into force of VPA x



1. The Draft Forestry Law includes new requirements for  
TLAS:  

- Article 14 “Forest management” mentions TLAS as one of  major forest 
management activities. 

- Article 25 “Timber Legality Assurance System of Lao PDR” reconfirms 
development and use of TLAS, lists the elements and refers to a specific regulation. 

2. Other related legislations of line ministries are being 
amended and developed 
- Instruction No. 0962/MAF, COC of forestry operation 

- Draft MOIC Instruction on COC of wood processing 

- Regulation No 1726/MOIC on timber sales.  
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4. Related legislation reforms related to FLEGT VPA 



• Maintain committees (teams) at all levels of Government in FLEGT 
VPA process. 

• Need strong support from high level of Government to amend 
legislation related to forest management, forest inspection, timber 
sales, wood processing and trade. 

• Increase capacity of new division under Department of Forest 
Inspection as focal point for Lao-EU FLEGT VPA development and 
implementation.
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5. Challenges 



Thank You
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